In vivo imaging of viroid RNA and associated host factors
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Viroids are Infectious, non-coding circular RNA molecules that can

cause severe plant diseases and agricultural losses. Viroids move
between cells through plasmodesmata but the mechanism that guides
the replicated viroid RNA to these cell wall nanochannels is not known.

Insights into this mechanism may lead to new strategies for disease
control.

Aim

Visualize viroid RNA in living plant cells and identify host factors involved in viroid trafficking

Approaches for viroid imaging
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This project is both challenging and innovative, as it will provide new insights into RNA
movement and viroid-host interactions
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